
Unit 11: Government and the Economy 

Grade Level:11 
Unit Name: Government and the Economy 
Pacing 2 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.3.GS.C 
Analyze the unique roles and 
responsibilities of the three branches of 
government to determine how they 
function and interact. 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.2.EC.A 
Analyze the impact of economics and 
economic theories on the formation of 
United States governmental ideals, 
principles and structures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
⮚ I will identify the power of each 

branch of government to affect the 
economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
⮚ I will describe various economic 

systems (communism, capitalism, 
socialism) 

⮚ I will explain the theories of free 
market and mixed economy 
systems.  

⮚ I will explain how various historic 
and/or contemporary fiscal policy 
decisions represent free market 
philosophies or more government-
centered solutions.  

⮚ I will analyze examples of fiscal 
policy to determine what kinds of 
economic systems they represent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 

9-12.GV.3.CC.C 
Trace the significant changes in roles, 
powers and size of the three branches of 
government. 
 
9-12.GV.3.CC.D   
Analyze the changing relationship between 
state and federal governmental powers.  
 
9-12.GV.3.EC.B 
Analyze the changing roles of government 
in the economy throughout United States 
history.   
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 
 
 

 



9-12.GV.1.EC.A    
Examine the opportunity costs and benefits 
of economic decisions on society as a 
whole as well as on individuals and 
governments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.EC.A 
Analyze the role that people, businesses, 
and government play in taxation and 
spending required to maintain the public 
good.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.A 

⮚ I will define opportunity cost.  
⮚ I will give examples of opportunity 

cost and benefits for various real life 
spending situations. 

⮚ I will create a cost/benefit analysis 
for decisions that are made by both 
individuals (microeconomics) and 
institutions (macroeconomics). 

 
 
 
 
⮚ I will identify public goods (e.g, 

schools, roads, national defense, 

police, parks). 

⮚ I will analyze data to make 

conclusions about the major 

sources of revenue and spending by 

the federal government. 

⮚  I will explain how fiscal policy 

determines who pays taxes and the 

effect of those decisions on 

individuals and groups. 

⮚ I will explain how collected taxes are 
used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
➢  I will show that laws, policies, and 

processes have intended and 



Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.PC.B Examine the origins and 
impact of social structures and 
stratification on societies and relationships 
between peoples and governments. 
 

unintended consequences for 
individuals and groups in society. 

➢  I will look at the past and present, 
identify cause and effect, to make 
predictions about the outcomes of a 
political decision, and be able to 
identify the subsequent 
consequences and benefits. 

 
 
 
➢ I will be able to identify the cause-

and-effect relationships of 
stratifications (social classes, 
economic classes, ethnicity, and 
gender) and the institutions that 
govern the people of those 
stratifications.  
 

➢ I will be able to articulate the 
challenges and benefits of diversity 
in a society       

 

Big Ideas: 
There are many different 
economic systems in the world. 
 
The United States is a capitalist 
economy. 
 
Our government and our economy 
are very interrelated. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
What are the different types of 
economies?  
 
What type of economy does the 
United States have?  
 
What role does the government 
play in managing the economy? 
 
How does the government raise 
and allocate money? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Economy 
Economic system 
Capitalism 
Socialism 
Communism 
Laissez-faire 
Opportunity costs 
Benefits 
Mixed economy 
Tariff 
Subsidy 
Monopoly 
Entitlements 



 Discretionary spending 
Federal budget 
Deficit spending 
Reaganomics 
The New Deal 
Taxes 
Income tax 
16th amendment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


